                      
[Annex #]: Hazardous Materials  	[RAC]

Annex #: hazardous materials 
Table of Contents
Overview	2
Purpose	2
Situation	2
Concept of Operations	3
Organization and Assignment of Responsibilities	3
Direction, Control, and Coordination	4
Information Collection and Dissemination	4
Administration, RECORDS management, Finance, and Logistics	4
Annex Development and Maintenance	4
Authorities and References	5
Federal	5
Tribal	5
State	5
Regional	5
Local	5


	Primary Agency:
	North Carolina Division of Emergency Management

	Support Agencies:
	North Carolina Department Crime Control & Public Safety
Technical Hazards Units

Department of Health and Human Services
Environmental Protection Agency 
Department of Public Information 

	Federal Agencies:
	Department of Homeland Security 
Environmental Protection Agency
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
Department of Health and Human Services
Occupational Safety and Health Agency (OSHA)


[bookmark: _Toc263238647][bookmark: _Toc266183719]Overview
[bookmark: _Toc263238648][bookmark: _Toc266183720]Purpose
The purpose of Emergency Support Function 8 is to coordinate the public health, medical and limited social service resources in case of an emergency or disaster situation. This annex to the North Carolina ESF-8 Emergency Medical Response and Recovery Plan should describe the policies, procedures, and guidelines in place that will allow the RAC to quickly assess the type and level of HAZMAT contamination for a spill or accident and to identify the resources they need to conduct a detection, decontamination, casualty treatment, and environmental remediation mission.  
[bookmark: _Toc266183721]Situation	
[bookmark: _Toc263238650]Hazardous Materials are used throughout the state of North Carolina for agricultural fertilizers and pesticides, building and road construction, electrical power generation, maritime operations, medical treatment, petroleum refining, operation of railroads, sewerage treatment, and in the home for cleaning, and yard and garden maintenance Hazardous Materials can be in a solid, liquid, or gaseous form. They can also be biological, nuclear, or radiological, which are discussed in other annexes.  

Hazardous materials can cause violent explosions resulting mass casualties and fatalities.  

These HAZMAT events can become even more complicated if detection of the hazardous material and decontamination of casualties is necessary before medical triage, treatment, and evacuation can begin.  The contamination from these types of agents can be spread by direct contact with a casualty or through the air when emergency responders are not aware of the hazard and fail to wear appropriate respiratory protection when entering the site of the accident.
Planning Assumptions	
Planning assumptions identify what the planning team can not conclusively prove as a fact, but must be assumed to be a fact for planning purposes in order to make it possible to execute the annex. During operations, the assumptions indicate areas where adjustments to the annex have to be made as the facts of the event become known. “Obvious” assumptions should be included but limited to those that need to be explicitly stated (e.g., do not state as an assumption that the hazard will occur; it is reasonable for the reader to believe that if the hazard was not possible, the plan would not address it).
· Entire communities may need to be evacuated if an accident and hazardous material spill occurs from commonly transported Hazardous Materials.
· A large-scale HAZMAT event might include support from state and federal agencies.  
· The region will have adequate numbers of qualified personnel available to conduct or assist in the response to a HAZMAT.  
· Requests for augmentation of existing teams or additional specialized resources will be made by local public health and emergency management through appropriate state government channels.
· A large scale HAZMAT event can possibly overwhelm local EMS and medical responders as well as the health care system if injuries resulting from the event require emergency room or follow up hospitalization.

[bookmark: _Toc263238651][bookmark: _Toc266183722]Concept of Operations
· Develop a concept of operations for the planning, preparation, response, and public health follow-up for an emergency medical response to the most likely scenario(s) for a HAZMAT event within the community. 
· Outline critical medical intervention and key resources or supplies that will be needed to respond to the event, personal protective clothing and ventilation protection. 
· The concept should also include a listing of the key medical elements and agencies at all levels that will be necessary to provide emergency medical support or public health assistance to casualties resulting from a HAZMAT event.   
· Describe RAC coordination of patient decontamination (if necessary) including identification of decontamination sites.  
· Describe RAC coordination of patient movement to medical treatment facilities, including receiving stations.
· Describe RAC role in identification of all facilities that use/store hazardous materials that could potentially cause a HAZMAT incident or explosion including medical and research facilities.
· Describe RAC role in identification of key emergency response personnel and other essential personnel who are qualified to detect, decontaminate, remove, remediate HAZMAT or treat casualties or exposed to toxic hazardous materials after an accident, event, or disaster.
· Describe RAC process for notification of emergency response personnel.  
· Describe RAC process for prepositioning of personnel, augmentation equipment and materials for a controlled and coordinated movement to the HAZMAT incident site
[bookmark: _Toc263238652][bookmark: _Toc266183723]Organization and Assignment of Responsibilities
Outline the RACs integration into local public health and emergency management organizational structures.  
Table X. Assignment of Responsibilities
	Department/Position
	Responsibilities

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


[bookmark: _Toc263238659][bookmark: _Toc266183724]Direction, Control, and Coordination
Discuss role of the RAC in coordinating initial emergency response with local public health and emergency management.  
Include information on how the RAC coordinates authority for medical decisions in response to a HAZMAT incident.  
Describe RAC participation in the coordination of response resources (e.g. teams, equipment).
[bookmark: _Toc263238660][bookmark: _Toc266183725]Information Collection and Dissemination
Describe the required critical or essential information needed for preparing and ESF-8 medical response to a HAZMAT event. Identify: 
the type of information needed, 
where it is expected to come from, 
who will use the information and why, 
how the information is shared, 
the format for providing the information, 
coordinating instructions with other emergency operation offices and agencies,
final approval and release authority,  and 
timelines for who needs the information and when.
[bookmark: _Toc263238661][bookmark: _Toc266183726]Administration, Records Management, Finance, and Logistics
Determine RAC policies and procedures on augmenting the emergency medical response force to include licensing and credentialing information for healthcare provider privileges and qualifications and certifications needed for assistance with the medical detection, decontamination evacuation, treatment, and hospitalization of casualties resulting from a HAZMAT event, along with relevant liability provisions. 
Describe records management with respect to capturing costs for reimbursement associated with all phases of the medical and public health response to a HAZMAT event.   
Discuss policies for keeping financial records, reporting, tracking resource needs, tracking the source and use of resources. 
Include references to state and regional plans, Mutual Aid Agreements,  and use of NGOs to include the Emergency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC);
[bookmark: _Toc263238662][bookmark: _Toc266183727]Annex Development and Maintenance
[POSITION/AGENCY] is responsible for maintenance of and updates to the Hazardous Materials Annex.
[bookmark: _Toc263238663][bookmark: _Toc266183728]Authorities and References
List laws, statutes, ordinances, executive orders, regulations, and formal agreements relevant to biological terrorism response. 
[bookmark: _Toc266171016][bookmark: _Toc266183729]Federal
· 
[bookmark: _Toc266171017][bookmark: _Toc266183730]Tribal
· 
[bookmark: _Toc266171018][bookmark: _Toc266183731]State
[bookmark: _Toc266171019]Information Resource Guide, Chemical and Radiological Events: Public Health Preparedness and Response, NC Department of Health and Human Services, July 2006. The website is: http://www.epi.state.nc.us/epi/phpr/chemradevents.pdf
[bookmark: _Toc266183732]Regional
· 
[bookmark: _Toc266171020][bookmark: _Toc266183733]Local
· 
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