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	Primary Agency:
	North Carolina Office of Emergency Medical Services

	Support Agencies:
	North Carolina Department of Crime Control and Public Safety
North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services
Regional Response Teams (RRT)
Environmental Protection Agency 
NC Disaster Response Network
Department of Public Information 

	Federal Agencies:
	U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Department of Homeland Security 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
Department of Health and Human Services


[bookmark: _Toc263238647][bookmark: _Toc266115981]Overview
[bookmark: _Toc263238648][bookmark: _Toc266115982]Purpose
The purpose of Emergency Support Function 8 is to coordinate the public health, medical and limited social service resources in case of an emergency or disaster situation. This includes adoption of a Regional Medical Response and Recovery Plan for medical response to events that create excessive surge capacity issues for pre-hospital, hospital, outpatient, and/or mortuary services. The Radiological Response Annex addresses RAC support of radiological detection, decontamination, and removal of radiological or nuclear hazards. 
[bookmark: _Toc266115983]Situation
In the case of a nuclear accident, RACs and emergency management entities concentrate on protection of the population. An assessment of the radiological situation is crucial: dose assessment and protective measures must to be applied during radiological/nuclear emergency. The most important exposure pathways to be considered in the dose assessment are: 
External exposure from radionuclides deposited on the ground
Internal exposure due to ingestion of contaminated foodstuffs
Internal exposure due to inhalation of resuspended radionuclides (in some cases)
[bookmark: _Toc263238650][bookmark: _Toc266115984]Planning Assumptions
A radiological emergency may overwhelm the capabilities of a state and its local governments, requiring federal assistance.  
Radiological emergencies require an immediate response.  Protection of the affected or potentially affected population is the highest priority during response operations. 
Contamination of critical facilities and large geographic areas may result.  The release may affect other areas requiring extensive coordination with local, regional, state, tribal, and federal governments.
Unannounced and unrecognized releases of radiological material will be more severe than announced releases that allow the population to prepare.  In addition, contaminants may show wide dispersal affecting both humans and animals.  
[bookmark: _Toc263238651][bookmark: _Toc266115985]Concept of Operations
The core of the concept of operations for a response to radiological or nuclear disasters should answer the following questions:
What preparation should be made before the event occurs?
What should happen as the timeline for the event unfolds?
When should an event in the overall timeline for a response to a radiological or nuclear accident or disaster happen?
Who is the final decision making authority and at whose direction should it happen?
How will the response be financed?
Who will record the costs incurred by the organizations and agencies involved in the response?
Who, when, where, how, and with whom will claims for reimbursement of costs associated with the response be prepared and filed?
For example,
Describe the RAC’s role in assisting with the identification of nuclear power plants and other medical, research, or industrial facilities that use radiological or nuclear materials, to include medical isotopes.
Outline RAC coordination of critical medical intervention and key resources or supplies that will be needed to respond to the event as a medical countermeasure for personnel exposed to radiation.  
Describe the RAC’s role in detection, decontamination, or removal of radiological or nuclear contamination after an accident or a disaster.
Describe the RAC’s role in damage assessments during the course of the event and a comprehensive damage assessment after the event has ended.
[bookmark: _Toc263238652][bookmark: _Toc266115986]Organization and Assignment of Responsibilities
Outline the RAC’s integration into local public health and emergency management structures, and provide an organizational chart for coordinated response among multiple disciplines that are needed to uniformly prepare medical support and other ESF-8 services during a radiological or nuclear accident or disaster. 
Table X. Assignment of Responsibilities
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Discuss the role of the RAC, health authorities, NGOs, and national disaster offices during a radiological or nuclear response.   
[bookmark: _Toc263238660][bookmark: _Toc266115988]Information Collection and Dissemination
Describe the required critical or essential information needed for preparing an ESF-8 medical response to a radiological or nuclear accident or disaster. Identify: 
the type of information needed, 
where it is expected to come from, 
who will use the information and why, 
how the information is shared, 
the format for providing the information, 
coordinating instructions with other emergency operation offices and agencies,
final approval and release authority,  and 
timelines for who needs the information and when.
[bookmark: _Toc263238661][bookmark: _Toc266115989]Administration, Records Management, Finance, and Logistics
Determine authorities for and policies on augmenting the emergency medical response force to include licensing and credentialing information for healthcare provider privileges and qualifications and certifications needed for assistance with the medical detection, decontamination and evacuation of patients resulting from a radiological or nuclear accident or disaster, along with relevant liability provisions. 
Describe records management with respect to capturing costs for reimbursement associated with the preparation, response, recovery, restoration, and repatriation of a radiological or nuclear accident or disaster.  
Discuss policies for keeping financial records, reporting, tracking resource needs, tracking the source and use of resources. 
Include references to statutory authorities, state and regional plans, Mutual Aid Agreements,  and use of NGOs to include the Emergency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC).
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[POSITION/AGENCY] is responsible for maintenance of and updates to the Radiological/ Nuclear Disaster Annex.
[bookmark: _Toc263238663][bookmark: _Toc266115991]Authorities and References
List laws, statutes, ordinances, executive orders, regulations, formal agreements, and local, regional, and/or state plans for providing behavioral health care to the eligible populations during a disaster.
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Emergency Preparedness at Nuclear Power Plants, Office of Public Affairs, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, to include background information on the 1979 nuclear power plant accident at Three Mile Island.  The website link is: 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/fact-sheets/emerg-plan-prep-nuc-power-bg.pdf
[bookmark: _Toc266099394][bookmark: _Toc266115993]State
Map of Nuclear Power Plants in the State of North Carolina. The website is http://www.epi.state.nc.us/epi/phpr/ki/ki_ref/10mileEPZmap.jpg
Map of North Carolina Public Health Regional Surveillance Teams, Office of Public Health Preparedness and Response, with names and contact information for team leaders. The website is http://www.epi.state.nc.us/epi/phpr/regions.html
Information Resource Guide, Chemical and Radiological Events: Public Health Preparedness and Response, NC Department of Health and Human Services, July 2006. The website is: http://www.epi.state.nc.us/epi/phpr/chemradevents.pdf
Potassium Iodide (KI) Program, North Carolina Office of Public Health Preparedness and Response    The website link for this program is: http://www.epi.state.nc.us/epi/phpr/ki/ki.html
Memo, State Superintendent of School, dated July 25, 2003, Subject: Potassium Iodide (KI) Distribution to Schools.  The website for this memo is: http://www.epi.state.nc.us/epi/phpr/ki/ki_ref/memo_to_schools.pdf
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