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	Primary Agency
	North Carolina Department of Agriculture—Division of Veterinary Services

	Support Agencies:
	North Carolina Veterinary Medical Association 

State Animal Response Team (SART)

	Federal Agencies
	United State Department of Agriculture APHIS Veterinary Services, Area Emergency Coordinator


Overview
One of the core function areas for Emergency Support Function 8: Public Health and Medical Services of the National Response Plan is Veterinary Medical Support during emergency responses. There may be times when, for the health and safety of the public, animal care and protection may be needed. Evacuation and sheltering, disease outbreak control, and chemical or biological terror incidents are examples of emergency activities that impact human and animal health together. Veterinarians are trained to understand many aspects of emergency response in their routine practice and will be excellent collaborators in a NIMS structured response. Therefore, whether the veterinary medical support function be direct or administrative, it is useful to identify animal health partners and possible roles and responsibilities for an effective regional disaster response.

Purpose

ESF 8 support will include the amelioration of zoonotic disease and caring for research animals where ESF 11 does not have the requisite expertise to render appropriate assistance. ESF 8 will assist ESF 11 as required to protect the health of livestock and companion and service animals by ensuring the safety of the manufacture and distribution of foods and drugs given to animals used for human food production. ESF 8 supports DHS/FEMA together with ESF 6 – Mass Care, Emergency Assistance, Housing, and Human Services, ESF 9 – Search and Rescue, and ESF 11 to ensure an integrated response to provide for the safety and well-being of household pets and service and companion animals.  The purpose of this Veterinary Medical Support Annex is to outline the roles and responsibilities of RAC response partners in assisting with animal issues during disasters as they affect public health:
· Provide guidance for the protection and care of animals prior to, during, and after an emergency incident.

· Coordinate the effective evacuation, transportation, sheltering, feeding, and safe return of companion animals and livestock to their place of origin or to another appropriate location. 

· Outline organizational actions to accomplish the above.

Situation

A natural disaster, disease, or act of deliberate terror that requires an emergency response to protect life or property, can also affect animals. [Emergency incidents can be major, catastrophic disasters or localized events, and they can include terrorist attacks, terrorist threats, pandemics, wild land and urban interface fires, floods, hazardous materials spills, nuclear events, aircraft accidents, earthquakes, hurricanes, tropical storms, tornadoes, blizzards and ice storms, war-related disasters, public health and medical emergencies, and other occurrences requiring an emergency response.]
Planning Assumptions

· Companion animals affected by disasters will need to be evacuated and sheltered with or near their owners. This will bring safety considerations to bear.
· Companion animals will have no rabies immunization history and could pose a threat to the public.
· Companion animals may have parasites, skin disease or other condition that poses a risk to public health and will require isolation and/or treatments.
· Companion animals may die as a result of the disease, the disaster or of the stress of evacuation and sheltering efforts. Considerations for appropriate handling of deceased animals must be made.
· People presenting with companion animals at evacuation points might be classified as medical special needs. Medical special needs individuals that live in assisted living or home health care benefit from the companion.
· Some companion animals will not be adequately restrained either upon arrival or at some point in transit and may escape.  Some owners may be unable or unwilling to retain control of their animals at all times.
· Livestock that become unconfined after a disaster, due to fences being down and a lack of fresh water and forage, will pose a threat to the public safety if they stray on to active roadways or cause other safety issues.
· Emergency personnel or other evacuees will be injured while handling animals.

· Some owners will not have needed supplies and medications for their animals and may require additional supplies or medical treatment. Others may be bringing medications for their animals and will require additional security measures to prevent their use or abuse by others.
· Dead livestock from most disasters, unless diseased or affected by a toxic substance, become debris.  If not properly handled and disposed of in a timely manner, they will become an extreme nuisance issue, contaminating the air, water, and overall environment for the public.

· For terror related incidents owners will be looking for guidance on decontamination and care of companion animals exposed to chemicals, biological agents or radiation.

· Veterinary medical support may be scarce; therefore federal resources such as the National Veterinary Stockpile will be needed.
Concept of Operations 
Describe the RAC’s role in coordination of the following:

· Companion animal evacuation, including procedures for embarkation site triage of people with companion animals to ensure public safety as well as 
· Animal transportation (e.g., buses, crates, tracking measures, rest stops and spill kits) including provision of adequate communication, veterinary support and security measures on transports
· Identification of co- sheltering location, staffing and specifications, including shelter design, inspection, waste disposal, etc.
· Identification of staff (including veterinarians and animal health technicians) to assist with embarkation site, transport and locating co-shelters
· Animal decontamination
· Bite reporting
· Request of federal resources such as the National Veterinary Stockpile

· Coordination of animal response teams
Organization and Assignment of Responsibilities
Outline the integration of the RAC into local public health and emergency management functions with respect to veterinary medical support. Provide an organizational chart for chain of command, including veterinary roles in operations, logistics, planning, and finance/administration. Reference all hazards/emergency operations plan as appropriate.
Table X. Assignment of Responsibilities

	Department/Position
	Responsibilities

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Direction, Control, and Coordination
· Discuss role of the RAC in veterinary medical support decisions, particularly coordination with local emergency management. 
· Describe how resource support organizations assisting in response will retain administrative control over their veterinary medical resources and animal related personnel but will be under the operational control of the requesting entity. 
· Note that management of or operations under the direction of the Animal Area Command is coordinated with the local Incident Commander.

Information Collection and Dissemination

Describe the required critical or essential information common to veterinary medical support.  Identify: 

· the type of information needed
· where it is expected to come from
· who will use the information and why,
· how the information is shared
· the format for providing the information
· coordinating instructions with other emergency operation offices and agencies
· final approval and release authority
· timelines for who needs the information and when
Administration, Finance, and Logistics

· Describe records management with respect to capturing costs for reimbursement associated with the preparation, response, and recovery operations in support of veterinary medicine during a disaster. 

· Discuss policies for keeping financial records, reporting, tracking resource needs, tracking the source and use of resources. 

· Include references to Mutual Aid Agreements, and use of NGOs to include the Emergency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC).
Annex Development and Maintenance

[POSITION/AGENCY] is responsible for maintenance of and updates to the Veterinary Medical Support Annex.

Authorities and References

Lists of laws, statutes, ordinances, executive orders, regulations, and formal agreements relevant to veterinary medical support.
Federal

· The PETS Act amendment to the Stafford Act

· American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA). 2002a. U.S. Pet Ownership & Demographics Sourcebook. Schaumburg, IL: American Veterinary Medical Association.
· American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) Disaster Preparedness and Response Guidehttp://www.avma.org/disaster/emerg_prep_resp_guide.pdf
· Journal of Homeland Security and Emergency Management Volume 5, Issue 1 2008 Article 33 Planning for Pet Evacuations during Disasters Andrew S. Edmonds, Susan L. Cutter

· Compendium of Measures to Prevent Disease Associated with Animals in Public Settings, CDC, MMWR, Vol. 56, no. 5, 2007.

· FEMA Disaster Assistance Policy: DAP 9523.19 http://www.fema.gov/government/grant/pa/9523_19.shtm
· CDC Emergency Response: Protect your pets in an emergency: http://www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/petprotect.asp
· AVMA “Saving the Whole Family” Brochure: http://www.avma.org/disaster/saving_family.asp
· CDC Disaster Recovery Information: Interim Guidelines for Animal Health and Control of Disease Transmission in Pet Shelters http://www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/animalhealthguidelines.asp 
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